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Another year off to a great start! We just 
got back from two days at Mt. St. Helens’ 
National Volcanic Monument with 106 
kids and some great parents. Every year 
we take an overnight trip that is tied to 
our curriculum with community building 
at its heart. I didn’t know the names of 
some of our students before we left for 
the trip, but I am pretty con" dent that 
now I do. They know each other better as 
well. On Wednesday night, all the girls 
and three staff members sat in a circle 
telling about something each of us is thankful for; again and again we 
expressed how thankful we are for each other. This experience will help 
shape our year together.

At Corbett, we have three concepts that make up our framework as we 
plan the year and our daily lessons: community, choice and wonder. The 
trip to Mt. St. Helens, while supporting our earth science curriculum, 
helped build community and instill that sense of wonder that is behind all 
lasting learning. Students could see " rst-hand what a hummock was, how 
the lahar shaped the landscape, and for the " rst time witness the massive 
power unleashed in that ‘long ago’ blast. Walking through Ape Caves 
and crawling through tree casts left from lava # ows created thousands of 

Good practices 
build strong students

By Lori Luna
2007-08 OSSA Teacher of the Year

Lori Luna
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Prairie City School History Club earns 
national recognition

The Prairie City School History Club was recently granted membership into the National History Club for the 2006-07 
school year. This is the " rst recognized National History Club school in Oregon. 

In March, the club members were honored in both the Oregon State Senate and House of Representatives in Salem. 

The Prairie City School History 
Club includes grades 6-12 and aims 
to heighten student knowledge 
of historical events beyond the 
classroom. 

Every year in May, the Prairie City 
History Club organizes “Camp 
Logan Days,” an event that brings 
the entire community back to 1865, 
when Camp Logan was an active 
Civil War military camp. 

Advisor Andy Demko and his 
History Club members study Civil 
War history extensively to create 
programs for the event. 

They also fundraise year-round to 
purchase Civil War-era clothing, 
artifacts, and supplies, which really 
bring the Camp Logan to life.

A few members of the Prairie City School History Club pose here in 19th-Century period 
clothing with their Advisor, Andy Demko.

Join us for the Oregon Small Schools Breakfast during the Oregon 
School Boards Association’s Annual Convention on Nov. 10 
(the conference runs from Nov. 9-11) at the Portland Marriott 
Downtown Waterfront Hotel. Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m. 

There will be live entertainment from Wallowa High School senior 
Brady Goss, who will perform ragtime music (see related story, 
page 7). OSSA Teacher of the Year for 2007-08, Lori Luna of the 
Corbett School District, will also address the group. 

Anyone interested in attending the OSSA Breakfast may do so by 
registering through the OSBA at www.osba.org. 

OSSA Breakfast

Do you have a photo or story idea for Small Talk? Send it to us! Send 
your photos, articles and/or story ideas to OSSA Executive Assistant 
Tami Peterson at tami.peterson@umesd.k12.or.us or mail to OSSA, 
2001 SW Nye Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801.

Be a part of Small Talk

-2-



Strong ... continued from p. 1
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Traveled ... continued from p. 1

UMESD Superintendent Al Meunier (center), his son Jason 
(right), and friend Ted Rieke (far left) pose outside Wolf Creek 

School in this 1991 photo.

years ago, students could better understand what we’d been 
teaching in the classroom, and the experience generated 
an excitement that would otherwise have been dif" cult to 
create. 

A strong community is the underlying foundation for 
everything we hope to accomplish throughout the year. When 
the students and parents trust us and we trust the students, 
we are freed up to concentrate on getting school done. Every 
morning, we start with a group time in the middle school 
commons where staff and students share announcements, 
celebrate birthdays and other special occasions, and sing. 
Yes, we sing. We sing to a karaoke machine with words 
projected on the wall. Everyone is invited to sing or just 
listen; nearly everyone sings. This has proven to break 
down barriers and gives us something to do on those long 
bus rides. We all look forward to morning meeting to get us 
up, provide a transition from home to school, and just be 
together singing for a few minutes before we are off to the 
rest of our day in class. 

The second concept we feel is essential to making learning 
meaningful to students is to provide choice in the curriculum. 
Although the big picture is taken care of with curricular 
goals in earth science, or American History, for example, 
we can still give students choices within those areas. In 
addition, much of our reading program is based on free 
choice selections chosen from extensive classroom libraries 
of young adult " ction and non-" ction. With very few 
exceptions, our students leave for high school with a deep 
love of reading and hundreds of books “under their belts.” 
In other disciplines, we structure the units so that students 
can choose an area of focus – such as the transcontinental 
railroad, mining in the West, or the evolution of amateur 
photography during a Manifest Destiny unit – where they 
can become the experts and share what they have learned 
with the rest of us. We spend time teaching research 
techniques and providing a big picture of the topic being 
studied. Students follow their curiosity to go deeper.

Finally, we believe in the power of wonder. Curiosity is 
what drives deep, meaningful learning. Students come 
to us full of wonder and curiosity, but sometimes we fail 
to honor or encourage that. Our goal is to foster those 
feelings of wonder by getting kids out of the classroom 
walls when possible, giving them multiple opportunities 
for demonstrating their learning, never saying “that’s 
not possible,” and giving them choices regarding what 
they are going to learn. When we’ve “taken the lid off,” 
we’ve been wowed over and over by what the students 
create: a working telegraph from one classroom to another, 
artwork reminiscent of the Renaissance masters, a jousting 
demonstration on horseback, and much more.

In the end, we still look at test scores and high school 
performance to help gauge our success. We are thrilled that 
the results of those measures re# ect what we already know 
– good practices build strong students.
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White Paper 
for Oregon’s small and rural schools

By Alan Tresidder, OSSA Lobbyist, and Dr. Peter Tarzian, OSSA Legislative Committee Chair
… Where we are now, October 2007?

Small and rural schools continue to face special and unique challenges in meeting their mandates to provide quality education 
opportunities for public school-age children. Additionally, these challenges vary depending upon these schools’ geographic 
distributions throughout the state, their individual sizes and/or the total enrollment of their districts, and the socioeconomic ranking 
of the families they serve. 

Although these challenges are varied and unique, they have many 
common threads that can be addressed using some universal 
assumptions. Regardless of size or geographic location, all schools 
need:

· Adequate numbers of Highly Quali" ed teachers to provide for 
the necessary general and specialized teaching and learning 
in grades K through 12.  (The state must decide whether to 
provide such support by revenue formula or by spending 
formula.)  

· Adequate incentives for teachers and administrators so they 
may effectively serve small and rural schools, including 
continuing education and specialized endorsement training 
of educators.

· State-sanctioned options to provide for the instruction 
in, and appreciation of, physical " tness, music, art, and 
communications mediums.

· Adequate training and ongoing support for paraprofessional 
staff to meet Federal Highly Quali" ed standards, while 
providing for necessary # exibility in small and rural school 
environments so that paraprofessional staff can be drawn to the greatest practical degree from within the communities 
served by small and rural schools.

· Comprehensive support for distance and Internet instruction in specialized and advanced placement high school courses, 
including adequate infrastructure and teacher support for the effective use of this 21st Century communication medium.

· Adequate funding for student guidance and counseling, library and media, English Language Learner instruction, TAG 
students, and support for students with social, economic, and learning disabling factors. (The state must recognize in 
its annual appropriation that such service support must be delivered either by the local school district or its contiguous 
education service agency.)

· Adequate bonded investment by the state in rural communities to build and sustain small and rural facilities and transportation 
systems in support of equality of opportunity and success for these communities’ public school students.

· Adequate access to all necessary published materials for students to meet the learning goals established by the State Board 
of Education for grades K through 12.

· Adequate administrative capacity for accountability and oversight of the distribution and maintenance of resources, 
operation of school programs, and meeting state and local high quality education standards in the communities such 
districts serve.

… Oregon Small Schools Interim Legislative Activities

The most important single project for the OSSA membership, its Board, and its Legislative Committee will be to affect the outcome 
of the Legislature’s study of the adequacy of funding for small school districts and small ESDs.

Authorized by HB 2040, the measure asks the Legislative Revenue Of" ce to conduct the study. It is the Legislature’s expectation 
that OSSA will contribute heavily to the research necessary for the study. HB 2040 was an extremely hard-fought measure that only 
passed in the waning days of the session. Urban legislators remain convinced that the only way to get money to all school districts is 
though the school-support formula. There is a continuing lack of recognition that the formula is now inadequate for small and rural 
districts, and that does not help all small districts equally. 

Please see White Paper on p. 5

Alan Tresidder (left) and Peter Tarzian (right) speak at the 
February 2007 Oregon Small Schools Summit in Salem.
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The Joint Interim Revenue Committee will be co-chaired by Sen. Ginny Burdick (D-Portland) and Rep. Phil Barnhart (D-Eugene.)  
It should be noted that Chair Barnhart has a number of very small school districts within his legislative district (e.g., Marcola).

One of the arguments we need to consider is whether there is a base level funding that must be guaranteed to all districts, regardless 
of size.

OSSA believes that some of the key issues implicit in such a study are: Financing the study so that we obtain good outcomes; 
establishing central goals for the study; establishing categories of small and rural schools (i.e. size, geography, proximity to regional 
centers of commerce; service relationships with Oregon ESDs.

The study must be focused on delivery of educational services to children, not just a funding formula, and OSSA will need to work 
in concert with small ESDs and OAESD to produce a study that supports every child serving agency. The critical components for 
this Oregon Small Schools Study and subsequent legislative changes follow in draft form. The study will be completed by October 
2008.

ü  Identify central theme(s) for study
Establish categories of small and rural schools (i.e. size, geography, proximity to regional centers of commerce.)
Service relationships with Oregon ESDs (services based, regional based, both, etc.)
Kinds of support needed and how to deliver (i.e. instructional, administrative, student/family, professional staff 
[teachers/aides], specialist, facilities/equipment)

ü Key stakeholders in the discussion
Inside public education (local/regional/state elected/administrative/appointed)
Previous study group leadership
Policy and legislative
Private sector business
Parents
Unions
Urban districts
Rural city and county representatives
Governor and Executive (elected)

ü Key questions
There have been two support formulas for small and rural schools

§ Are they adequate in their design?
§ Are they equitable by size, location, etc.?
§ Should they remain revenue based, or be changed (some or all) to a categorical expenditure base?
§ Is small district administrative structure adequate and cost effective?
§ Does the current form of support provide what is needed to meet the goals of ESEA (speci" cally IDEA 

and NCLB)?
§ Does the current form of support provide what is needed to meet the goals of the State Board of Education, 

and in particular the state’s new graduation standards?
§ How should the support services emulating from regional ESD’s be supported through the formula in 

the areas of materials support, staff development, technology, and education services for special student 
populations (i.e. revenue [as is currently] or categorical]?

How can the supportive connections between schools, their districts, and their communities be maintained and 
enhanced, while at the same time nurturing administrative cooperatives between contiguous local education 
agencies (LEAs)?
How should changes that are driven by legislation be phased?

Each member of the Oregon Small School family needs to take an active role in this effort. Without collective involvement and 
advocacy, the study will simply become another “interim study.” The task for Oregon’s small schools and districts will be to develop 
traction for the legislature’s policy efforts, aimed " rst at recognizing and then developing strategies (legislation) to deal with the 
dualistic nature of Oregon’s public school models that are functions of our urban/rural divide. With the sun-setting of the small 
high school grant (not formula) and the authorizing of this study, the leadership of both houses and the Governor has acknowledged 
what we have been saying all along:  The one-shoe-" ts-all discussions regarding the successes and failures of public schools are 
disconnected from reality. Models that talk about class and school size are focused on physical issues rather than on what matters for 
student success:  excellent teachers, well equipped and housed classrooms, well rounded curriculum, and needed special supports 
and involvements for students and families. Sixty percent of Oregon’s school districts and 15 percent of its students know it, and 
need change and support now.

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

White Paper ... continued from p. 2
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Elgin School District Superintendent Larry Glaze will have to spend 
additional time evaluating high school class schedules in upcoming months. 
And he will not mind in the least. 

Elgin High School’s enrollment is 160, up a surprising 22 students from a 
year ago. Some Elgin High classes are " lled to capacity as a result. 

“Some of our freshman and sophomore classes are a little large. We will be 
making schedule changes to deal with this,’’ said Glaze, who is beginning 
his " rst year as Elgin superintendent. Glaze said that minor schedule 
changes will be made this school year and more signi" cant ones may be 
made for 2008-09. Having to address problems created by rising enrollment 
is something some superintendents dream about. The reason: enrollment 
determines whether school districts sink or swim " nancially since they 
receive about $5,000 from the state per student. Overall enrollment is up 22 
in the Elgin School District. Stella May" eld School, which serves students 
in kindergarten through eighth grade, has 292 students, the same as a year 
ago. 

Elgin’s enrollment jump comes after a number of years of declines that 
necessitated budget cuts. 

“It will be nice to be able to add dollars instead of take them away,’’ Glaze 
said. 

North Powder School District Superintendent Lance Dixon is experiencing a 
situation similar to Glaze’s. Enrollment in the North Powder School District 
is up 18 students from a year ago. The extent of the jump surprised Dixon. 

“We knew that we would have some new families moving in when we 
" n ished the year but we didn’t realize we would have that many,’’ Dixon 
said. 

The North Powder School District has 232 students — 68 in grades 9-12, 
62 in grades 6-8 and 102 in kindergarten through " fth grade. The district’s 
increase is scattered evenly throughout its grades. The district recently 
hired one full-time and two half-time teaching aides, also known as para-
professionals, to help with the unexpected enrollment increase. 

Money was drawn from the district’s contingency fund to pay for the 
teaching assistants. This was necessary because the money districts receive 
from the state is based on the previous, not the present, year’s enrollment. 
Dixon said that over the short term North Powder’s budget will appear 

Small Eastern Oregon districts see enrollment hikes

Imbler  
The district has 300 students, seven fewer than an year ago. 
One reason is that a family with " ve school-age children 
moved out of the community, said Superintendent Doug 
Hislop. 
Imbler has 98 students in grades 9-12, 58 in 7-8 and 144 in 
kindergarten through sixth grade. 

Cove 
The district is down about two students from a year ago. Cove 
has 242 full-time students and 11 part-time students. 
The high school has 77 students in grades 9-12, down " ve from 
last year. One reason is that the high school has no foreign 
exchange students. It had four in 2006-07, said Superintendent 
Jeff Clark. 

Union 
The district has total of 438 students, 16 less than a year ago. 
This marks the continuation of a decline that started six years 
ago when the district had 530 students. 
Superintendent Mike Wood expects the decline to continue 
next year because a large senior class of 39 students will 
graduate in the spring. Wood does not anticipate a large 
kindergarten class coming in to make up the difference. 
One reason for Union’s falling enrollment has been shrinking 
kindergarten classes. Kindergarten enrollment was 35 in 2004-
05, 30 in 2005-06, 27 in 2006-07 and is 25 this school year. 

Joseph 
Enrollment is 238, down 12 from September of last year. One 
reason is that the high school graduated a senior class of 24 
and this year’s kindergarten class has only 12 students. 
Joseph has 85 high school students, 64 middle school students 
in grades 5-8 and 79 in kindergarten through fourth grade. The 
district’s Imnaha School has 4 students. 

Wallowa 
Wallowa has 247 students, the same number it had a year 
ago. The district has 121 students in grades 7-12 and 126 in 
kindergarten through sixth grade. 

Troy 
The tiny school district has four students, the same number as 
a year ago. The school serves students in kindergarten through 
eighth grade.

Enrollment Summaries

stressed by the enrollment jump but its " nancial picture looks much better. 

The Elgin and North Powder districts are among four in Union and Wallowa counties that have experienced enrollment increases. The 
others are the Enterprise and La Grande districts. Enterprise is up seven to 397 and La Grande is up 38 students to 2,153. 

Enterprise’s enrollment jump was a pleasant surprise for Superintendent Brad Royce, who feared that it might drop. 

The news is particularly uplifting in light of the steep enrollment decline that hit Enterprise earlier. The district had 640 students in 1998 
and 519 in 2001. The drops forced the district to make large budget cuts. This is at least the second straight year enrollment has jumped 
in Enterprise. The school district has 30 more students than it did in September 2005. 

On the # ip side, student head counts are down moderately in the Imbler, Union and Joseph school districts and off slightly or unchanged 
in the Cove, Wallowa and Troy districts.

* This story was reprinted with permission from the La Grande Observer newspaper and was written by reporter Dick Mason. -6-



Wallowa High School senior Brady Goss will perform ragtime music, including 
blues and rock ‘n roll, during the OSSA Breakfast at the annual OSBA Convention in 

Portland Nov. 10.

Wallowa senior to perform at OSSA Breakfast

If the smell of a hot breakfast and 
coffee doesn’t lure you to the 
OSSA Breakfast at the Oregon 
School Boards Association’s 
annual convention Nov. 10, then 
the sounds of Wallowa High 
School senior Brady Goss will.

Brady, 18, will perform ragtime 
music, including some blues, 
rock ‘n roll and other classic hits 
during the breakfast, which begins 
at 7:30 a.m. in the Mt. Hood 
Room of the Portland Marriott 
Downtown Waterfront Hotel. 

According to Brady’s mom, Becky, 
Brady has the unique talent of 
learning music by “ear,” meaning 
he has the ability to learn to 
play a song simply by listening 
to it. He’s been playing music 

since he was 4 years old, in# uenced by several artists, including Hank Wil liams, 
Fats Domino, Elvis Presley, and most of all, the “Killer,” Jerry Lee Lewis.

Brady has recorded several albums, with his most recent being the " rst to highlight his remarkable voice and 
piano skills. The album, called “The Singing Sessions,” includes 12 classic hits like “Hound Dog,” Great 
Balls of Fire” and “Me and Bobby McGee.” Becky said her son is working on another new album as well.

When Brady isn’t working on his music, he can be found playing baseball and football 
for his high school team, the Wallowa Cougars. He’s also become a good ranch hand at 
High View Cattle Ranch at the base of the Wallowa Mountains, just outside Enterprise. 

So join your fellow OSSA members for some great food and the sounds of Brady Goss on Saturday, In addition, 
OSSA Teacher of the Year for 2007-08, Lori Luna, will also speak during the breakfast.  Nov. 10, at the OSBA 
Convention (the convention runs from Nov. 7-11). Register for the breakfast through the OSBA at www.osba.org. 

You can " nd more about Brady, as well as listen to some of his music, on his Web site, www.bradygoss.
com. Becky said Brady should have some CDs available for purchase at the OSSA Breakfast.

Members are encouraged to register for 
breakfast through OSBA
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 Oregon Small Schools Association
                2001 S.W. Nye Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801
                    Phone:  541-966-3102, Fax:  541-276-4252
                    E-Mail:  ossa@umesd.k12.or.us 

 Al Meunier, Executive Director

SCHOOL DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP
2007-2008

COUNTY: __________   

The membership fee for membership in the Oregon Small Schools Association is based on the ADM (Average 
Daily Membership-Resident—Number of students enrolled) in each school district. The ADM numbers are 
the actual number of students reported to ODE for funding through the School Fund Formula as of September, 
2006.  Below is the fee structure for membership in OSSA for the 2007-2008 school year (July 1, 2006 – June 
30, 2007).

K-12 DISTRICTS -- $200 minimum with less than 200 ADMr, plus $1/ADMr over 200 students with a 
cap of $1,500

K-8 Districts -- $100 minimum with less than 100 ADM.  K-8 Districts greater than 100 ADM would be 
$200 minimum plus $1/ADM over 100 students with a cap of $1,500

ESD -- $250 plus $1/ADM for each high school in their constituent districts with less than 500 ADM 
with a cap of $1,500

Our records indicate that your district’s ADM is___. Therefore your membership fee to support your district’s 
involvement in the Oregon Small Schools Association is ______.

If you are interested in joining OSSA, please return this statement and your membership check to:
Oregon Small Schools Association

2001 S.W. Nye Ave.
Pendleton, OR 9701

Please provide us with the following information for your school district:

Superintendent’s Name:________________________________ E-Mail:________________________
Elementary Principal’s Name:_____________________________ E-Mail:________________________
Middle School Principal’s Name:                 ___________________________ E-Mail:________________________
High School Principal’s Name:_____________________________ E-Mail:________________________
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